Religious tourism is one of the oldest types of tourism and is connected with visiting various sacred places of religious significance. In Slovakia, the tradition of pilgrimage has rich history, as evidenced by a large number of pilgrimage sites that attract many pilgrims from Slovakia and abroad and still have their irreplaceable significance. However, these religious centres are not separated from other natural and cultural-historical attractions, as they together form the genius loci of a particular territory. The aim of this paper is to link the pilgrimage site with individual natural and cultural-historical interests in its surrounding in the context of the ecomuseum phenomena, which are now becoming more and more aware of the inhabitants and local communities in individual regions. Linking these locations should improve people's awareness of the territory they live in while making these places more attractive for visitors/pilgrims. Part of the paper is a case study on the example of the largest pilgrimage site of Greek Catholics in Slovakia -Ľutina, which has the largest potential to become a leader within a religious tourism and within a formation of ecomuseum in the region of eastern Slovakia in the context of implementation of projects and realization of activities directly in this pilgrimage site and surrounding attractive places.
Introduction
The issue of religious tourism is primarily connected to sacred places/pilgrimage sites of religious significance and has been studied by many authors. Among the most important are works of Rinschede (1992) , Cohen (1992) , Stoddard (1997) , Jackowski (2000) , Liszewski (2000) , Matlovič (2001) , Vukonic (2006) , Krogmann (2007) , Collins-Kreiner (2010) , Stausberg (2011) , Soljan (2012) , Matlovičová et al. (2015) , etc. In Slovakia, pilgrimage sites are a very important part of the religious life of the country's inhabitants. Most of the pilgrimage sites in this area arose during the 16th and 17th century, that is, during the period of recatholization processes. The tradition of pilgrimage and the oldest pilgrimage sites, however, date back to the Middle Ages. These pilgrimage sites include Svätý Beňadík (11th century), Levoča (13th century), Košice (13th century) and Spišský Štvrtok (14th century). In the 16th century, more than 30 significant pilgrimage sites were established in Slovakia, including Obišovce (16th century), Marianka (17th century), Šaštín (17th century), Staré Hory (17th century), Nitra (18th century), Trnava (18th century), Ľutina (19th century), Gaboltov (20th century) and Litmanová (20th century) (Fekete, 1947; Lenčiš, 2000) . Pavicic et al. (2007) claim that pilgrimage sites are sometimes located far from the people who come to these places, so sometimes the length and difficulty of the journey itself is spiritually significant. Similarly, pilgrimage sites are perceived by anthropologists Victor Turner and Edith Turner (1973 in Pavicic et al., 2007) . In their view, pilgrimage sites are usually located "out there". This peripheral location is geographic and cultural; these sites are on the brink of human centres and the socio-political centres of society.
According to Tirpák et al. (2015) , the impact of pilgrimage sites today extends beyond the regional and national borders, and participation in the pilgrimage is an expression of Christian existence because it demonstrates living faith and expresses great trust at the same time.
In the context of pilgrimage sites, Catholicism has a strong tradition of so-called Marian pilgrimage sites. They were set up in the places of the Virgin Mary apparitions, which are often accompanied by miraculous healings and events, as well as messages for visionaries. The most prominent examples of such pilgrimage sites are Lourdes, Fatima, Medjugorje, Loreto, Czestochowa and others (Vukonič, 2006) .
The aim of the paper is to point to pilgrimage sites as part of the territory, its history and present. A very interesting concept highlighting the richness of the area (natural and cultural-historical) is an ecomuseum, managed by the local community of inhabitants for the purpose of protecting, raising and presenting the local heritage. The very idea of connecting the pilgrimage site with significant natural and culturalhistorical uniqueness in its surroundings into a single unit in the form of an ecomuseum is a new idea that authors have not yet met within a study of a large number of papers.
The concept of ecomuseums itself is not at present a novelty; their history dates back to the 1970s in France. In many countries, ecomuseums had their predecessors, but they brought new ideas and practices to museums and inheritance of the territory in-situ, in particular the involvement of the inhabitants of the region themselves in activities and management of this protection. In the 21st century, ecomuseums have become a global phenomenon aimed at protecting the natural and cultural heritage in a particular territory and focusing primarily on local communities that should be the main actors in this protection and presentation. Corsane and Holleman (1993, in Davis 2011, p. 80 Establishing an ecomuseum is a dynamic process through which communities are able to identify, preserve, interpret and manage their natural and cultural heritage resources within the framework of sustainable development. The ecomuseum is based on social consent and is defined by geographical environment that can cross political boundaries (Borrelli & Davis, 2012) .
Slovakia is still only at the beginning of the initiative of ecomuseums, and it can use already existing projects from other countries, whether it is Poland or other countries with a well established eco-politics policy. Nowadays, we can consider the ecomuseum in Slovakia only the Hont Ecomuseum, which is a project of cooperation of the local action groups of the MAS Zlatá cesta and the MAS Partnership of Krtíš Poiplie, realized in 2011-2012. In the East Carpathian region, three ecomuseums are being developed: "In the Footsteps of the Smugglers" Ecomuseum (Chodníkom pašerákov), "In the Footsteps of Duchnovič" Ecomuseum (Po stopách Duchnoviča) and the "Shape of fire" (Podoby ohňa) Ecomuseum. Representatives of these ecomuseums (municipalities, local entrepreneurs, regional development agencies) actively cooperate with representatives of the Polish ecomuseums in the Biesczady Region with the support of the Biesczady Foundation and the Association for the Development and Promotion of the SubCarpathian Region (Klamár, 2012) .
Pointing to the phenomenon of the ecomuseum and to the pilgrimage site as its central point of interest is the main goal of this paper, which is outlined not only in the theoretical phase, but also applied in a case study at the most important pilgrimage site of the Greek Catholic Church in Slovakia in Ľutina (Sabinov, Prešov Region) and at the same time authors created a model of the ecomuseum, which includes other important natural and cultural-historical sites and monuments in its immediate vicinity.
Methods and data
There are several models and types of ecomuseums proposed by several authors within the framework of the current existing ecomuseums in the world (Rivard, 1985; Mayrand, 2000; Maggi & Faletti, 2000; Davis, 2005 Davis, , 2011 . In the case of the area authors have studied, they applied the model proposed by Davis (2005) , who compares an ecomuseum to a necklace, combining selected elements of the heritage, where the ecomuseum presents fiber and individual elements of the heritage present beads or pearls. Thus, if we understand an ecomuseum as a fiber, then it can be perceived as a mechanism that holds the various elements (pearls, special places, cultural prints) that make the places unique (Figure 1) .
While identifying and selecting places of natural and historical interest near the pilgrimage site of Ľutina, authors mainly took into account its road accessibility. According to Michniak (2014) , in addition to the necessary natural or cultural-historical presumptions, transport availability is considered to be one of the most important factors in the development of short-term tourism. For this reason, researchers created a circle of distances up to 35 km from the pilgrimage site (Ľutina), which helped us to generate a list of interesting places. After final summary, a careful selection of attractive places followed. The selection also included the search and study of literature focusing on issues of ecomuseums, pilgrimage sites, tourism and the characteristics of the studied area. This has, in many cases, helped authors to identify places or attractions that are not generally known and have only regional value, but they can appeal to a potential visitor.
A substantial part of the whole research was the realization of field observations, which consisted of a visit to the pilgrimage site of Ľutina and some natural and historical attractions in its surroundings. This field research mainly served for mapping and evaluating the studied area and for collecting the necessary photographic material. An important part of the research was the creation of cartographic outputs made in the specialized geographic information system QGIS.
From a methodological point of view, our research consisted of individual partial methods and techniques. The most important ones were:
-Analysis and synthesis of texts -Generalization of texts -Evaluation - 
Pilgrimage sites in Slovakia
As the research itself is carried out at the pilgrimage site of Ľutina, it is necessary briefly point out some general information about the pilgrimage sites in Slovakia. From the point of view of pilgrimage sites localization in Slovakia, Fekete (1947) follows two main concentrations. The first is the area in the southwestern part of Slovakia in the Danubian Lowland; the second is the region of eastern Slovakia with the historical regions of Spiš, Šariš and Zemplín, crossing the border between Catholics of Western Rite (Roman Catholics) and Eastern Rite (Greek Catholics). In other parts of Slovakia, the number of pilgrimage sites is low. Among such examples is the Central Slovakia Region (Banská Štiavnica, Staré Hory), southern Slovakia (Bíňa) or Orava and Kysuse Region (Turzovka) (Fekete, 1947; Verba & Pasternák, 2016b) . In a Fekete view (1947) , such an irregularity in the distribution of pilgrimage sites caused several factors, among the most important are:
a) The surface of Slovakia -most of the pilgrimage sites are located at the outskirts of mountains, which was not a coincidence, as they depended on a sufficient number of pilgrims coming from densely populated areas, such as lowlands, b) Geographical location -pilgrimage sites were established along the important roads. Such examples are pilgrimage sites in eastern Slovakia, which were concentrated along a trade route of the Torysa River (Obišovce, Bertotovce, Prešov, Veľký Šariš, Ľutina, Čirč), c) Historical (human) factors -the direct factor of the birth of a pilgrimage site is a man himself, the moment he began to wander there. Donations by donors for the development and maintenance of pilgrimage sites were also important.
In terms of dedication, Matlovič (2001) distributes pilgrimage sites in Slovakia into following two categories: 1. Pilgrimage sites connected to the worship of the Lord´s Crucifixion (the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, on the cross in Jerusalem) -calvarias; built from the 16th century to simulate the conditions in Jerusalem, 2. Pilgrimage sites connected to the cult of Our Lady (the cult of Mary, the Mother of Jesus Christ, who is worshiped by believers within Christianity) -the most numerous group of pilgrimage sites.
An important position within Slovak pilgrimage sites have the pilgrimage sites of the Greek Catholics, located exclusively in the eastern part of the country. The eight most important ones are Ľutina, Litmanová, Čirč, Šašová, Buková Hôrka, Rafajovce, Krásny Brod and Klokočov (Figure 2 ), which became religious centres for incoming pilgrims and places of special religious belief of this specific religious group (Verba & Pasternák 2016b) . Its spirituality has its roots in Eastern Christianity, brought to Slovakia by the Byzantine mission of Sts. Cyril and Method, whose traces were most marked in eastern Slovakia (Petrík et al., 2012) . The history of Ľutina as a pilgrimage site began to be written in 1851 when a sequence of miraculous events took place here. On the morning of August 19, at the feast of the Lord's Transfiguration, Zuzana Fekete and her three children went to the woods called Havranka. Upon returning home, she saw a great glow at its rim, and a solemnly dressed bishop who resembled St. Nicholas from the icon of local iconostasis. After other miraculous events, when the saint asked for the construction of the chapel dedicated to the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, he gave Zuzana the icon of the Mother of God, which, after being locked in the treasury, reappeared with this woman on the second day. Based on this miracle, all villagers believed. After the time of the investigation, Pope Pius IX awarded (1855) the opportunity to obtain plentiful indulgences for believers travelling to Ľutina. There appeared several miraculous healings that were documented. After the prohibition of the Greek-Catholic Church in 1950, the pilgrimage to Ľutina was stopped. The reconstruction took place after 1968. An important event for Ľutina was the promotion of the local church and adjacent buildings at the Basilica Minor, which was awarded by Pope John Paul II in 1988 (Dancák, 2010; Verba & Pasternák, 2016a) .
Ľutina is today a Marian pilgrimage site (the cult of the Virgin Mary) and the largest and most visited Greek-Catholic pilgrimage site in Slovakia (Figure 3) . Over the last decade, it has been given special attention by various actors, not only at the religious (spiritual) level, but also at the material and technical level related to the complex architectural and dispositional transformation of the infrastructure, which brought a significant movement of religious tourism in this region (Figure 4) . The most important events of the current period include ( Identified and selected interesting places of natural and historical interest near the pilgrimage site of Ľutina are in most cases attractive even in a particular view, but their connection with the pilgrimage site of Ľutina changes their essence and gives them different, spiritual dimension ( Figure 6 ). Most interestingly, all these places are connected in the conception of the ecomuseum, where they also receive the protection and enhancement of this local heritage, and, last but not least, the local community of the inhabitants in individual places also acquires an important role or function as it is important for the establishment and functioning of the ecomuseum. The following chart presents the basic information of these interesting places: 
Significant locations near Ľutina pilgrimage site

Čergov Mountains
A visited site of significant natural value. Within the mountain range, several protected small-scale areas have been allocated. These areas include national nature reserves Čergovský Minčol, Čergovská javorina, Hradová hora, Pramenisko Tople, etc. From the point of view of tourism, Čergov is an important region with a tourist value and ski traditions.
Sabinov
In the past, the town was a member of the five eastern Slovak royal towns of Pentapolitana (Košice, Prešov, Sabinov, Bardejov, Levoča). There lived a large Jewish community in the past. Jewish wartime issues were also portrayed in the famous Oscar-winning film The Shop on Main Street (1966), which was filmed in Sabinov.
Pečovská Nová Ves
The local landowners left 4 mansions and a classicist manor-house. The oldest monument of the village is the Renaissance Roman Catholic Church of St. Andrew. The village was also connected to significant Jewish community. The remains of Jewish population include the Jewish cemetery and the synagogue.
Hanigovce
This village is known due to the presence of Hanigovce Castle, which was located on the important trade route to Poland. The castle was built between 1322 and 1342 on the site of the original wooden castle. Reconstruction and archaeological research have been carried out at the castle recently.
Kamenica
This village is known thanks to the presence of Kamenica Castle, which was located on the important trade route to Poland. Reconstruction and archaeological research have been carried out at the castle recently.
Krivany
This village is known due to the preserved folklore traditions and the presence of the preserved water mill from the 17th century. In 1984, the water mill was included in the list of technical monuments.
Prešov
Prešov was an important centre of culture and education with the nickname "Athens on the Torysa River". The historical centre was declared a town reservation in 1995 with the whole complex of valuable building monuments. Prešov is also a significant religious centre of the Greek-Catholic, Orthodox and Evangelical believers.
Sources: Verba & Pasternák 2016a; Fogaš et al., 2015; Kónya et al., 2000; Ďurček et al., 1991; Wiedermannová et al., 2008; Lokaj, 2000; Švorc, 2003 Harčár et al., 1998; Hochmuth et al., 1994 ; own field research Figure 6 . Ľutina pilgrimage site and interesting places around within the ecomuseum model
Basic geographic characteristics and history of the village of Ľutina
The village is located at the southern foot of the Čergov Mountains at an altitude of about 425 m above sea level. The centre of the village is crossed by the Ľutinka River. From the administrative division point of view, the municipality belongs to the Prešov Region and the Sabinov district, whose centre is the town of Sabinov, which is 10 km away from Ľutina. According to the latest data available in 2016, 497 inhabitants live there. During the last census in 2011, most of inhabitants considered themselves in terms of ethnic structure as Slovaks (93.18%) and Ruthenians (1.28%). In terms of religious structure, 77.4% were Greek Catholics, 10.7 % Roman Catholics and 3.6% Orthodox believers (SODB, 2011) .
For the first time, Ľutina is mentioned in 1330. The village was located in the Šariš County, the centre of which was the Old Castle (Veľký Šariš). It originated in the colony of Pečovská Nová Ves as part of the New Castle (Hanigovce). One of the first written records of Ľutina dates back to 1341, where it is referred to as Lethenya. In the documents of the 14th -16th century, the village is found in several Hungarian forms of the original name of Ľutina. In the Middle Ages, the village was located on the important trade road to Cracow, Poland. At the end of the 16th century, Ľutina was a medium-sized village with a vassal population. From the 14th to 16th century, a noble castle called Hrádok was located above the village. The inhabitants dealt with agriculture, livestock and fruit farming. In the 18th and 19th century, there was a paper mill. In the interwar period, inhabitants worked in agriculture and forests. There were 3 saw factories in the village, and the forest railway crossed the village during this time (Uličný, 1990; Verba & Pasternák, 2016a; Internet 1) .
Pilgrimage site as an impulse for the ecomuseum formation
The studied pilgrimage site of Ľutina with all existing spaces and localities was planted in the Davis model of ecomuseum, characterized in Methods and Data section. It is its main component and centre. While selecting other interesting sites and places in the vicinity from the natural and historical-cultural heritage point of view, authors also applied the mechanism described in the previous Methods and data section. On the basis of their application, authors have created a list of important places that were put into the Davis model perceiving an ecomuseum as a necklace (Figure 7) . Widawski (2011) argues that the concept of the ecomuseum best expresses the interactions between the three pillars: territory, society (community) and historical heritage.
In spite of the prefix of "eco", most of the surveys focus not only on the natural environment but also on human relationships and efforts within particular specific environment. Here we can understand the environment as a combination of natural landscape (landscape mosaic of meadows and forests) and environment created or transformed by a man. Therefore, in the ecomuseum, environment encompasses material elements such as settlement and people living there, individual buildings, cultural artifacts, models 
Ľutina
of land use or animals as well as intangible elements such as traditions, memories, various festivals (Davis, 2011) . Corsane, Davis and Murtas (2009) also emphasize the importance of local inhabitants who should be motivated to perceive the need to protect their heritage and cultural resources as manifestations of their local identity.
Identity is, according to Davis (2011) , a concept firmly linked to a place and time, and the heritage of the territory is significant in that it is one of the factors (e.g. ethnicity, religion, language, behaviour) that are used to create community stories. Ecomuseums should have particular interest as local people are responsible for using their inheritance to build the local identity of individuals or communities.
In the Czech Republic, we meet the term cultural historical heritage. This cultural heritage consists of three components which overlap each other, thus creating three thematic circles covering a wide range of disciplines (Figure 8) . Landscape heritage refers to the intersection of natural and cultural influences at a particular site, the historical transformations of cultural landscape, the creation of aesthetic value of landscape, the protection and active care of landscape.
Tangible cultural heritage refers to immovable monuments, including documents of folk architecture or industrial architecture, historical and artistic subjects, movable documents on changes in lifestyle. The intangible cultural heritage includes the preservation of historical memories, knowledge and abilities including language and literature, music, dance, customs, traditions, culinary specialties or local names (Foltýn et al., 2008; .
Therefore, authors have selected sites based on these three components, some of which are in the penetration of two or even in the penetration of all three components.
Conclusion
Research on the Greek-Catholic pilgrimage site of Ľutina and its surroundings brought several conclusions. First of all, it should be noted that visits to this pilgrimage site during the main pilgrimage or normal working days confirmed our assumptions that this pilgrimage site belongs to the important religious centres and is the destination for many pilgrims from Slovakia and abroad, as evidenced by the numerous crowds of pilgrims coming to this place. Our assumption has also been confirmed that in Ľutina, there are several natural or historical attractions within the 35 km radius of the road, forming together with the pilgrimage site the genius loci of the studied area.
Studying the literature and visiting both the pilgrimage site and interesting places in its surrounding revealed interesting findings about the real wealth of this region. The very location and position of interesting places around the pilgrimage site of Ľutina is conditioned by the natural factors as well as the historical development and inhabitants. Most of the natural and cultural-historical attractions that authors have identified in its reach are mainly concentrated south Foltýn et al., 2008 , in Havlůjová, 2012 and west of Ľutina, almost all of which are located in the Torysa valley. In this case, the surface played an important role here: physical-geographical barriers (Čergov Mountains, Bachureň, Levoča Mountains). Some natural or historical attractions identified near the pilgrimage site of Ľutina are well known to the general public and many of them belong to interesting places of national or supra-regional importance (e.g. the complex of the historical Salt Refinery in Prešov, etc.). However, many locations are little or not publicly available, but despite their regional significance, many of them are valuable from a natural or historical-cultural point of view. The link between the pilgrimage site and the concept of an ecomuseum is a concept that can bring, on the one hand, instructions how to protect and enhance this heritage for the local community that should be the main bearer of this idea and, on the other hand, to present this heritage not only to pilgrims, who visit these places, but also to visitors arriving for other than spiritual reasons. The richness and diversity of the territory of Slovakia, however, does not orient these pilgrimage sites out of other important elements of the landscape and the tangible or intangible culture of the territory; so authors decided to place a pilgrimage site into the centre of the ecomuseum, but also to add natural and cultural-historical attractions in its surroundings to offer a more comprehensive view of the studied area.
Ecomuseums are a very varied form of protection and presentation of the territory's heritage; the creation of ecomuseum based on a pilgrimage site is an interesting option that can also get real contours. In this paper, however, authors wanted to point out first of all this opportunity and introduce such a model that can be applied in the future in pilgrimage sites not only within Slovakia, but also in other geographic areas that are significant in terms of religiosity.
